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Annual Narrative of The Mission of the Sault,
from Its foundation until the year 1686.

PREFACE.

HE person who has composed these annals has
T spent more than three years in collecting
what he has been able to learn from the
mouths of the Savages who built the first cabins at la
prairie,—besides what he has found printed in the
last Relation, that of 1670-1671, and in the manu-
script Relation from 1671 to 1679. He has heard
the accounts of the french habitans at la prairie, who
told him most edifying things about certain Savage
men and women who died very christian deaths.
The writer has depended upon all these testimonies
as far as the year 1677; but, from that time down,
he has had personal knowledge and experience of
the wonders which God has, at various times,
wrought in this mission of the Sault. One of the
most weighty reasons that have impelled him to
write is the direction which God has exercised over
the mission since its establishment; for it has grown,
like the palm, beneath the weight of persecutions.
If there are many other matters which at the same
time deserve to be related; if there are mistakes or
obscurity in the style; or if, finally, he has kept his
readers waiting too long,—it is the fault of those
whom he chose to allow to precede him; they, know-
ing the circumstances better than he, should at some



